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Igritultural jproHucts of ilte mates antl leriiitorijs 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,* 



CLASSIFIED BT 



THEIR PROXIMITY TO THE OCEANS AND OTHER NAVI- 
GABLE WATERS, NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL. 



SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, 



Member of the Ne-w-Toek Chamber of Commeroe, 



PT?.-RSa OF THIS OHAMBBE OI" COMMBKOE. 



H";p^ C \o 



KllloiXHlmn'onlluK In U\» AiM oII'im\i;h'»», Ui tlii' \«u IS.l, t>\ 

Sam\!KI. U. 1{» mil KH, 

lit tlio (iffli'o iif llio I.HmhiIhu of ^'^•ll!:u'^<1 iU \\ iii.lihii;l"ii 




JUIIN W. AMHIIMAN, IMIINVIII, 

N«. 41 r..;Ui HlrnM, i>, \, 



V R V, V A 11 li T T II H S V. 11 (I N I) V. 1) ITI N . 



'I'liM 'ralitos li\ (ho imwinl, work l\iwo liwn pvoiwivil ninl imlillHln'il In iwd noim- 
I'lVt.K i«n'tlou«. 'ri\i> llinl. iiorl.liui, iVdiii linu'(> 1 (n )iiik(' 'l^. iin'lnHlvi>, whirli \vu« 
)>\i1i1In1\i-<I 111 Minvli, ,>\lillilt« tn ilcliill (li(> ii)jiU'iilliinil iirmliirlH of oiu'li nf tlin 
Slnli>rt Hi\il 'ri'i'i'lliii'loN of llio lliillcil i^lnli'H. whii-li m-i' i'i'!in'«nniMl, nut In nlpliii 
\)i>lli'«l onliT, ivH 111 l.li(\ ollloliil I'lMiBiiK, luil 10|iii(jn\)iliiciill V , l>y l)u'lr iin>\iiiill.v to 
tin* oi-iMiim mill ollior iiiwitfiililK \vii,1i>1'k. Tlio Sliili'ti luui 'I'l'n'ilorli'H iii-n i'lii«nlli<'il 
In N>\i>i> >ji-inin«, 111' wliloli 1. Kmliriii'i'slliii Now Mii^liiiiil Sliid-s ; II. 'I'lui MiiUilc 
Alliiutli- Sillies 111, 'I'liii liiti'vliiv t^liili'N iiorlli oC flm l)hiii miil nil llio llpiK-r 
l.i\lvi<N mill I'luinr MIsnInnIihiI ; IV. Tim Soul Ihtii .\I1hiiIIi' Stiites ; V. 'IMio Smilli 
wonIiM'h Winti'N KouUi iif Uio i)lili) nml on Uio Oull'ol" Mo\loii ; VI. Tlio SIuIon on 
iho Piu'lllo luiil iidjaoont, Tonltorlos, mill Vll. 'IMio 'IVrrilorloa In iiiiil oiisl ol' llio 
KivKy Monnlnlns ; to vliloli Is iidiloil, (o oomiilolo tlii> wliolo. tlio IMsnU'l of Co- 
InniMn. 

'riio «o|Mivn(op\Milii('l!< of i>i\oli Niiliilivi.'<lon of iigvioiillnro In om-li ol llioso Sliili's 
mill 'IVvviltiiios. Iiu'tiiilln);- Itio iijix'"i'tJ'->li' liroiliu'ls of oiirli )jr.iii|i, m-o <>\liUiilo<l 
\vlionoV(>r pviu'lU'iihlo In jii\l.npoKlllon, so iis lo sliow tin' ninoiinl of oiioli ill tlio 
011.1 of om-li of tlio ilivjiilos, oloslnjj- wllli 18^0, ISllO lUul 1870. 

Tlio sooonil portion, lYotii (vaffo .'IS to unj^o li), inoliislvo, i-onliiins » liciiorrtl !:>uin 
\tMU\v M \\w iirtiii'i|Mt,l itiMiis umlirnroil In llm first (xirtlon, nml Is followoil by >foo- 
(frn|ilili'nt imd otlii\r iMiniuwlsons of proilnols and viilnos in tlio rosiioolivo (jroiiiw, 
mid osiwIiiU.v liy full nnd olassiliod talili'S of tlio nurli-nltnriil iioimlixtion In oaoli 
(jiNmii, wliloli is itself fnrllior dlstrihiitod In a fnrllior tiililo by " Nationalltios," 
sliowliiij' the population, native born and t'oreijin born. On tliis basis, a more 
ininnti> analysis i>\l\ibits tbe nvera>j'e portitins pi-r In-ad of afjrionltnral weallli ao- 
tpiired by tlio native born and foroinn born iiopnlmion, and ospeoially for the 
infiMiniition of iniini){raiit». the nionelary values per head ;uN|iiin\l by the natives 
of earh of theei^ht Knropi>ai\ nations sondin^jthe lar>>!>sl number of llioir people 
to the llnllisl Slates, 

It is l^i'lieyrt), that, the devi'lopnients eshibiled in these tables may possibly ta- 
ollitnte, If they do not, )i'i>i>l'\ losomo extent, the legislative action. State and na- 
tional, itow so tiinoh neiHleil to ol»>a)Wii transporUUion tritm the Inferior to the 
iveait.s. The mifhor does not, seek or diwiw to n'' open, by the pn>senl WiirU. any 
liiilitieal OiMit.iviversies In iwst yc>ai's in respivl, to the eai\aol(y of the liiteriiir Stales 
to iiii-rease the eommen-e of the Krie Tanal, in whioh he may have bi'on a parly 
It it shonld Kvoni<> nooessary, in orih>r to remove any liiVjferiiijj )>rejndic-es iir mis 
appivhenslons, he may (vvssibly review tluvse eontiMVersies. in a Si'parate " IHsliiry 
ttfthf hlfiirlfin ,\t>»>-y<>rk,fiV7» 18;!-1 ^l ISTl.i'.i .'vvi/jv rtwi? lun'cd.ii' the C<»n- 

Kkw-Voxk, .1j)n7 31, 1874 
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SUMIHARY OF PRINCIPAL PRODUCTS BY GROUPS OF STATES AND TERRITORIES. 



2,728,116 


3,135,283 


3,487,924 


$435,154,626 


$561,407,417 


$707,942,439 


22,069,147 
1,090,894 
3,463,652 

71,043,784 


24,753,165 
1,083,193 
3,869,200 

73,106,615 


20,485,924 
1,000,193 
3,936,560 

60,863,726 
5,124,595 


$10,401,658 
283,372,747 


»15,937,239 
468,599,287 


$22,962,001 
1,009,116,732 



SOth June, 1840. 1850. 1860. 1870. 

I. NoBTH Eastern.— (ffia New-Eng- 
land States. 

Area, 43,742,720 acres. 

Acres improved, 11,997,540. 

Population. 2,234,822 

Casti Value of Farms, (including 
farming utensils and machinery 
and live stock,) 

Bushels of Cereals, viz.. Wheat, 
Eye, Indian Com, Oats, Barley 
and Buckwheat, 20,107,129 

Wheat, (included in Cereals,) 2,014,120 

Tons of Hay, 3,083,752 

Lhs.Butter and Cheese from dairies, 54,603,464 

Cheese from factories, .... 

Value of Animals slanghtered or 
sold for slaughter .... 

Products of all manufactures, 

n. Middle Atlantic States.— iViJW- 
York to Delaware, inclusive. 
Area, 66,201,600 acres. 
Acres improved, 25,817,760. 

Population, 4,604,345 6,990,267 7,570,201 8,935,821 

Cash Value of Farms, (inclnding as 

ahove,) .... $1,270,880,656 $1,928,653,403 $3,028,651,710 

Bushels of Cereals, 122,801,227 162,434,7Ul 182,487,709 196,703,985 

Wheat, (included in Cereals,) 26,588,863 30,572,690 24,399,429 35,048,339 

TonsofHay 4,796,034 6,037,876 0,356,303 9,026,289 

Lbs.ButterandChoesefromdairies. 90,751,036 182,802,420 225,141,330 201,373,873 

Cheese from factories, .... .... .... 80,093,622 

Value of Animals slaughtered, &c., .... $24,865,048 $33,934,130 $64,618,188 

Products of all manufactures, .... 487,142,711 755,191,133 168,348,109 

TTT Centkal Intkhiob.— TVn States 
north of Ohio Bi ver, ( Ohio to Kan- 
sas and Nebraska, inclusive.) 
Area, 384,510,080 acres. 
Acres improved, 78,366,864, 

Population 3,351,542 5,403,595 9,091,879 12,966,9.30 

Cash Value of Farms, (including as 

above,) .... $914,027,424 $2,523,255,738 $5,132,815,399 

Bushels of Cereals, 166,204,291 311,652,066 577,256,715 812,151,925 

Wheat, (included in Cereals,) 27,617,732 43,842,038 95,004,185 195,768,918 

Tonsofllay 1,593,777 S.336,319 7,069,190 12,439,892 

Lhs.Butter and Cheese from dairies, 20,830,488 105,110,250 181,307,790 228,366,845 

Cheese from factories, 2.3,903,742 

Value of Animals slaughtered, &c., .... $25,419,079 $62,722,801 $208,586,441 

Products of all manufactures .... 146,348,545 346,675,290 1,072,933,358 
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SOi/i June, 1840. 1850. 1860. 1870. 
IV". SovTUEASTE^Ji.— Atlantic States, 

{Maryland to Florida, inclusive.) 
Area, 15S,0'il,520 acres. 
Acres imprOTod, 88,916,336. 

Population 3,803,502 4,535,871 5,177,407 5,154,831 

Cash Value of l?arms, (including as 

above,) .... $033,126,557 $1,168,833,983 $749,022,085 

Busliels of CercalB 147,670,861 166,318,045 180,454,033 111,307.101 

Wheat, (included in Cereals.) 18,186,950 19,il9.3,836 27,811,515 18,003,776 

Tons of Hay, 615,549 719,591 963,755 527,742 

Lbs. Butter and Cheese from dairies, 22,910,274 27,641,865 32,854,787 22,462,519 

Cheese from factories, .... .... .... 61,300 

Value of Animals slaughtered, &c., .... $25,982,736 $42,902,013 $54,164,957 

Cotton, bales of 400 lbs., 731,598 923,915 1,278,646 SSS.Ml 

Tobacco, lbs., 117,225,164 91,692,333 197,085,053 64,502.596 

Eice, " 76,280,161 205,439,416 179,434,085 57,043,173 

Cane Sugar, hhds., .... 5,063 8,072 2,686 

Products of all manufactures, .... $80,553,336 $187,054,607 $179,719,761 

V. SoTiTHWESTEKN. — Interior States 

south of Ohio Biver, and on Gulf 

of Mexico, (W. Virginia to Texas, 

inclusive.) 
Area, 360,317,120 acres. 
Acres improved, 33,669,029. 

Population 3,085,430 4,303,522 5,768,658 6,876,424 

Cash Value of Farms, (including as 

above), .... $645,258,155 $1,672,117,171 $1,254,614,196 

Bushels of Cereals, 158,662,169 207,486,080 238,798,127 209,008,672 

Wheat, (included in Cereals,) 10,503,460 4,436,027 17,128,600 16,897,464 

Tons of Hay 157,665 211,109 471,029 608,6T9 

Lbs.Butter and Cheese from dairies, 13,265,178 31,321,361 44,132,365 39,106,879 

Cheese from factories, — — 216,000 

Value of Animals slaughtered, &c., .... $25,062,395 $53,835,743 $63,151,535 

Cotton, bales of 400 lbs., 1,243,792 1,546,164 4,063,620 8,126,767 

Tobacco, lbs.,...., 83,612,377 76,177,789 153,094,826 129,701,038 

Eice, " 4,560,655 9,813,359 7,700,807 10,391,839 

Cane Sugar, hhds., .... 242,514 227,508 84,302 

Products of aU manufactures, .... $47,362,627 $98,148,971 $174,594,489 



VI. States and Territohees on the 
Pacific and in the Inteeiob 
WEST OP the Eockt Mountains, 
( California, Oregon,Nevada, Wasli- 
inglon, Idaho, Utah, Arizona and 
I{ew-Mexico.) 

Area, 553,837,040 acres. 

Acres improved, 7,982,033. 

Population, 

Cash Value of Farms, (including as 
above,) 

Bushels of Cereals, 

Wheat, (included in Cereals.) 

Tons of Hay, 

Lbs.Butter and Cheese from dairies. 

Cheese from factories, 

Value of Animals slaughtered, &c., 

Tobacco, lbs., 

Cotton, bales of 400 lbs,, 

Products of all manufactures, 



188,818 



584,699 



920,933 



$16,-397,930 $123,461,720 $835,361,470 



1,026,336 


15,792,137 


36,497,232 


533,489 


7,664,297 


20,473,354 


7,216 


360,782 


729,886 


369,565 


6,137,074 


13,949,503 
49,000 


$421,813 


$4,780,549 


$8,339,470 


9,862 


10,609 


78,050 




155 


162 



$15,640,292 $74,786,186 $97,259,455 
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SOlh June, liiO. 18S0. 1860. 1870. 

Vn. TeRRITORIESI in AMD EAST OT 

THE EocKY Mountains, ( Colora- 
do, Montana, Wyoming and Da- 
kola.) 

Area, 322,325,440 acres. 
Acres improved, 223,251. 

Population .... .... 39_ii4 83,758 

Cash Value of Farms, (including as 

aliovc,) ,... .... .... $12,697,312 

Bushels of Cereals, .... .... .... 1,705,133 

Wheat, (included in Cereals,) .... .... 010,820 

Tonsofnay, .... .... .... 55,041 

Lbs.Battcr and Cheese from dairies, .... 1,073,014 

Cheese from factories, .... .... .... 4,000 

Value of AnimaJs slaughtered, &c., $455,264 

Tobacco, lbs., .... .... .... 1^490 

Sheep .... .... .... 131,262 

Products of all mannfectnres, .... .... .... $6,291,325 

VIII. District or Coldmbia. 
Area, 43,722-acres. 

Population, 43,712 61,687 75,080 131,700 

Cash Value of Farms, (including as 

above,) .... 

Bushels of Cereals, .... 

Tons of Hay, 

Lbs.Buttcr and Cheese from dairies, 

Market Garden Products, 

Products of all manufactures, 



,842,343 


$3,163,315 


$3,839,680 


96,702 


130,687 


44,U33 


2,279 


8,180 


2,019 


16,372 


18,835 


4.493 

$112,1134 


i,690,258 


§5,412,102 


S!i,-j9a,n3 



GENEBAl SUMMARY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Satk June, 1840. 1850. 1860. 1870. 

Area, (cxclusivo of Alaska.) 1,897,055,520 acres. 
Acres improved, 183,912,833. 

Population 17,069,433 23,191,876 31,443,821 38,558,371 

Cash Value of Farms, including 
fanning implements and machi- 
nery and llvo stock, .... $3,967,343,530 $7,98I),493,C63$11,124,938,747 

Bushels of Cereals 015,533,077 867,453,967 1,230,039,947 1,387,279,22.3 

Wheat, (included in Cereals,) 84,811,175 100,408,574 172,033,579 287,745,626 

Tons of Hay, 10,246,777 13,838,642 19,083,890 27,316,048 

Butter and Cheese, lbs., 202,410,410 418,881,199 663,345,299 677,017,095 

Value of Animals slaughtered or 

sold for slaughter .... $111,703,142 $213,618,682 $.398,956,376 

Tobacco, lbs., .... 199,752,653 434,299,461 26 .',7:i5,311 

Cotton, bales of 400 lbs., .... 2,409,093 5,387,032 3,011,996 

Eice, lbs .. 215,313,457 187,167,032 73,633,021 

Cane Sugar, lihds ... 267,577 230,932 87,943 

Products of all manufactures, ... $1,019,106,616 $1,885,861,676 $4,232,325,493 

[The values in the preceding tables for the years 1850 and 1860 are expressed in currency 
redeemable in gold ; those for 1870 in paper, the gold premium in that year being 12X pei 
cent.] 
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EXPLANATORY. 



The preceding summary embraces only a portion of tlie large mass of par- 
ticulars in respect to all the States and Territories, wliicli aro contained in the 
extended and detailed tables, from page 5 to page 87, inclusive. They have been 
prepared mainly for the purpose of verifying the general results stated in the 
summary, beyond the possibility of doubt or cavil in any quarter, however pre- 
judiced or ill-disposod. Each of those tables occupies sis pages, and follows the 
order of groups or grand divisions of States presented iu the summary. Dis- 
regarding alphabetical arrangement, the States are classified only by their 
comparative proximity to navigable waters. The particulars, all of which are 
derived from official statements in the Census of the United States, are now 
placed by triplets in juxtaposition, so as to exhibit in respect to each, the amount 
shown at the close of the three decades ending in 1850, 1880 and 1870. By this 
arrangement, the tables show at a glance the comparative effects upon the various 
branches and subdivisions of agriculture, produced by the four years of war, 
closing iu 18G5. In each of these grand divisions, the separate heads axe con- 
secutively arranged as follows : 

Total Population ; Acres Improved ; Acres Unimproved ; Area of State in 
Acres ; Value of Farms, of Farming Implements and Machinery, and Live Stock ; 
Population engaged in Agriculture ; Yearly Product of Farms ; Wages Paid 
during the Year ; Cereals, under the separate heads. Wheat, Indian Corn, Oats, 
Eye, Buckwheat, Barley ; Flouring and Grist Mills Products ; Potatoes ; Maple 
Sugar and Molasses ; Orchard Products ; Domestic Wines ; Market Garden Pro- 
ducts ; Peas and Beans ; Hay ; Clover, Flax and Grass Seeds ; Horses ; Oxen ; 
Other Cattle ; Milch Cows ; Sheep ; Swine, tabulated as Hogs ; Animals 
Slaughtered ; Leather ; Butter and Cheese iu Dairies and Factories ; Average 
pounds per Cow ; Honey and Wax ; Hops ; Tobacco ; Rice ; Cotton ; Wool ; 
Flax; Hemp, Silk Cocoons; Forest Products ; Sawed Lumber, Staves, &c., 
General Product of all Manufactures. 

It will be seen that many interesting facts are stated for 1870, which had not 
been colliacted under any census iu any previous year. A brief outline is pre- 
fixed, from page 1 to page 4, presenting the meagre details obtained from the 
census taken iu 1840, which had been confined by Congress to a comparatively 
narrow field of inquiry. 

The distinguished Superintendent of the United States Census for 1870, in his 
" Remarks on Wealth," treating the exaggeration in prices by the paper currency 
as having been far less on " fixed capital" (such as farms) than on " commodities 
immediately merchantable," (such as wheat or cotton, when carried to market,) 
expresses the opinion, that the valuation of the latter " cannot have been increased 
by less than 30 to 40 per cent." The actual value of the farms of the United 
States must depend very largely, if not wholly, on their yearly product and its 
accessibility to market. If any considerable portion of that product is carried 
to Europe, the price of that portion can only be measured by the actual " money" 
of Europe, in gold or silver, which price iu its turn must largely affect, if it do 
not control, the price in the United States. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMBNT BY GEOGRiPniCAL DIVISIONS. 

I. Cekbai, Products. 

NORTHERN— 1840. 1850. I860. 1870. 

New-Esgland States bushela, 80,107,120 22,069,147 24,758,665 20,485,714 

Middle Atlantic States, (New- 

Toik to Delaware, Inclusive,).... ] 22,899,127 152,484,769 182,487,709 195,703,935 
Interior States, north of Ohio 

River, (Ohio to Kansas, inclasive,) 166,204,291 311,652,066 577,255,715 812,151,925 

Total, 309,210,433 486,206,977 784,502,089 1,028,341,574 

southern- 
Southern Atlantic States, (Mary- 
land to Florida, inclusive,) 147,678,261 166,363,045 180,451,033 111,723,089 

Interior States, south of the Ohio 
River and on Gulf of Mexico, 
(West Virginia to Texas, inclu- 
sive,) 158,662,169 214,280,003 258,136,372 209,007,169 

Total, 3U6,310,430 880,643,048 438,587,405 320,730,258 

* Cotton, bales, 400 lbs., 1.975,390 2,470,079 5,844,165 3,010,108 

western- 
Pacific States and adjacent Tbr- 
KiTORiEs, (California, Nevada, Or- 
egon, Washington, Idaho, Utah, 

New-Mexico and Arizona,) .... 1,026,336 15,792,137 36,497,882 

Territories in and east of the 
Rocky Mountains, .... .... .... 1,705,153 

II. " Cash Value of Farms," " Farming Implements and Machinery," 
AND " Live Stock." 

NORTHERN- 1850. 1860. 1870. 

New-Enoland States $435,154,535 $561,467,417 $707,948,439 

Middle Atlantic States 1,270,886,656 1,928,053,403 3,028,551,360 

Interior States, north of Ohio River, 914,672,424 2,523,255,738 6,132,815,899 

Total $2,620,713,605 $5,012,770,568 $8,869,309,868 

SOUTHERN— 

SouTHERS Atlantic States $683,126,567 $1,163,833,983 $749,022,626 

Interior States, south of Ohio River and on 
Gulf of Mexico, 645,258,155 1,672,117,171 1,254,614,196 

Total, $1,328,884,703 $2,840,951,164 $2,003,636,821 

western- 
Pacific States AND Territories adjacent,... $16,897,930 $123,461,720 $835,361,470 
Territories in and east of Rocky Mountains, .... .... 12,696,312 



District OF Columbia, $1,842,843 $8,159,315 $3,839,680 



* The fact that the product of cotton in the United States, (used so largely in clothing 
the population of Europe,) though temporarily diminished by the war, had nevertheless 
Increased in 1870 more than twenty per cent, over the product in 1860, is of ■world-wide 
importance. 
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1870. 

Comparative Talaation by the Acre of the " Farms," &c., in the United States. 

[The Valuation of Farms inclades the nnimproved acres in each. The FarmB embrace less 
than one-fourth of the total area of the States and Territories.] 

Valuation Improved Unimp'd Per Acre Net yearly Bale 

Groups OF States. of Farms. Acree. Acres. Improved. Product, percent. 

New-Bugland States, $707,942,439 11,097,540 7,572,.323 $66.00 $124,098,254 17 

Middle Atlantic States, 3,023,551,710 29,817,760 14409,083 100.00 420,724,620 13 

North of the Ohio, 6,132,8VB,399 78,366,864 60,546,029 66.00 887,-532,782 17 

Southern Atlantic 749,022,625 26,916,366 53,704,806 88.00 220,789,337 29 

Southwestern.southofOhio, 1,254,614,196 33,669,029 74,202,612 28.00 418,091,476 33 

Pacific States & Territories, 235,361,470 7,922,033 7,832,829 57.00 52,886,722 22 
Territories east of Rocliy 

Mountains, 12,696,312 223,251 543,349 66.00 3,734,503 29 

188,912,833 218,811,031 



Separate States of the Gronp " North of the Ohio," 

Valuation Improved Unimp^d Per Acre Net yearly Pate 

States. of Farms. Acres. Acres. Improved. Product, percent. 

Ohio $1,200,458,541 14,469,1.33 7,24.3,287 $82.96 $181,776,129 15 

Indiana 736,257,562 10,104,279 8,015,369 72.86 113,2.33,954 15 

Michigan, 461,762,426 5,096,9.39 4,922,203 90.60 73,087,492 15 

Illinois, 1,104,839,631 19,829,952 6,652,909 57.15 188,621,813 17 

Wisconsin, 359,964,310 5,899,.343 5,815,978 64.42 69,844,922 19 

Minnesota, 124,687,403 2,322,102 4,161,726 6.3.H5 28,987,199 23 

Iowa 4g6,159,lB6 9,896,467 6,145,326 52.70 105,008,8H3 21 

Missouri 492,789,746 9,130,615 12,676,605 53.97 94,258,272 19 

Kansas 117,65.3,637 1,971,003 3,685,876 59.13 25,111,199 21 

Nebraska, 38,343,087 647,031 1,426,760 59.26 7,722,264 20 

$5,132,815,399 78,366,864 60,546,029 



Comparative Cereal and Dairy Products of States near the Ocean and States 

In the Interior. 



Agrieul- Value net 
Groups of States, tural Popu- yearly 
laiion. Products. 

The four Middle Atlantic 
States, New-York, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and Delaware 713,475 $420,724,620 

The ten Interior States 
north of the Ohio and on 
the ■[J{)per Lakes and Up- 
per Mississippi and Mis- 
souri Elvers,". 2,032,821 887,532,782 



Products Pounds 
Bushels per of Dairy Per 
of Cereals, head. Products, head. 



Value of 
Animals 
slaughVd. 



196,703,670 174*281,467,495 395 $64,618,188 



812,151,925 396 1252,270,587 124 208,686,441 

[The States on the Upper Mississippi send oats and Indian com In largo quantities to feed 
the milch cows in the upland and midland counties of New-York. Their comparative produc- 
tiveness in each of the States and Territories, is fully shown in the detailed tables.] 



Yearly Supplies of Wheat for each Gronp, (estimating six bnshels yearly 
per head for its local population.) 



N ew-England States, 


Yearly 
Deficiencies. 
. . 19,926,851 


Middle Atlantic " 


. . 18,566,587 


Southern *' " 


. 12,015,510 


Southwestern Atlantic States, . 


.. 24,361,080 
770,000 








75,640,028 



Surplus for ex- 
port beyond the 
local consump- 
tion. 

States north of the Ohio Eiver, . . 116,962,328 

" on the Pacific, 14,947,756 

" and Territories east of the 

Eocky Mountains, 17,972 

131,928,056 



* By 2,214,611 Milch Cows, (average 126 lbs.) t By 3,289,856 Milch Cows, (average 76 lbs.) 
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS. 



It is believed, that the preceding Tables practically and sufficiently establish 
"the following propositions : 

1. The agriculture of the American Union is the broad and enduring basis of 
its national strength. 

3. Its agricultural population of 5,923,471 in 1870 had created and acquired a 
property in agricultural wealth valued at |11, 134,958,747, showing an average 
value of $1 ,878 per head, yielding a net yearly income of i, 



3. Every million added to that agricultural population will consequently add 
at least $1,878,000,000 to the national wealth. 

4. The present yearly increase in this population being 82,433, an additional 
million will be gained every thirteen years. 

5. These additional millions will be urgently needed, and can be readily sup- 
plied by Europe from time to time and from age to age, to enable the American 
Union to produce and export the vegetable and animal products to feed, and the 
cotton to clothe the large and steadily increasing population of Europe. 

6. The ten interior States north of the Ohio River, and on the Upper Lakes 
and Upper Mississippi and Missouri, produced in the year 1870, 812,151,925 
bushels of cereals, weighing more than twenty-one millions of tons avoirdupois. 
By the close of the present century, twenty-six years hence, these States will 
probably produce annually forty, and perhaps fifty millions of tons. 

7. It has now become a matter of vital interest, not only to the American 
Union, but to the common civilization and welfare of the world, to improve 
to the utmost all the water-ways, natural or artificial, aflFording cheap transpor- 
tation from the immense Interior of North America to the Ocean 

8. New-York, as the member of the Union specially entrusted by Divine 
Providence with the most eflicient and available of these great waterways, is 
>i/MinH hv everv consideration, not only of duty and honor, but of enlightened 



so 

self-interest, sedulously to foster and promote every measure needed for th» 
speedy and judicious enlargement of their capacity. 

9. The steady progress of agriculture in overspreading the American Union, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, as shown by the Tables, with the steps already 
taken for improving the channels by land and water, needed for transporting its 
products to the oceans, furnish a moral and historical element most important 
and instructive, in tracing the evolution of an Empire on the North American 
Continent, as yet unequalled in the history of the human race. In a survey thus 
philosophical and comprehensive, the necessary international comparisons of the 
values of products and commodities to be transported across the oceans, should 
only be stated in the actual " money," in gold or silver, recognised by the dvUized 
world and by our national Constitution. 

10. The many millions of industrious and thrifty agriculturists who are to play 
the primary part in this great drama of human progress, may properly and right- 
fully claim, that the immense fruits of their toil shall be valued only in actual 
money iu gold or silver, and in no irredeemable paper currency of any description. 

The six millions of honest farmers now standing on this Continent, are well 
entitled to Honbst Money yob. Honest Labor. 

To them and to their successors, so largely and permanently interested not 
only in the local monetary measures of American agriculture, but in its broader 
international and pecuniary relations, the present work is respectfully submitted^ 

SAMUEL B. RUQQLES. 
New- York, May 7, 1874. 



NOTE. 

The preceding " Tabular Statements" have been printed at the 
Press and under the auspices of the " Chambeb of Commeeck op 
THE State of New- York," of which body the author has long 
been .i member. 

After careful examination of the work, the " General Conclu- 
sions," embodying the propositions stated on pages 49 and 50, were 
approved and adopted by a formal resolution, passed unanimously 
by the Chamber, at the Annual Meeting on the 7th of May, 1874^ 
and are now published by the author, with theif approbation. 



John W, Amebman, Pbintek and Publisheb, 
47Cedar-street, N. T. 



COMMENTS OF THE PRESS. 



From "The Popular Science Monthly" of July^ 1874. 

Tabtjlak Statements, from 1840 to 1870, of the Aghicdltueai, Products 
OF THE States and Territories of the United States of America. 
Classified by their proximity to tlie Oceans and other Navigable Waters, 
Natural and Artificial. By Samuel B. Ruggles, Member of the New-York 
Chamber of Commerce. Fifty pages. Price 50 cents. New-York : D Ap- 
pleton & Co. 

Although this publication takes the form of a pamphlet, and has been made 
cheap to facilitate its wide circulation, yet we warn our readers not to infer its 
importance from its form. Carbon is carbon, but an ounce of diamond will out- 
weigh cargoes of coal in value ; and so, while knowledge is knowledge, it is pos- 
sible that a pamphlet may outweigh cart-loads of books in the intrinsic value of 
what it contains. Until we took up this monograph of Mr. Ruggles on the agri- 
cultural resources of the United States, we did not believe it possible to condense 
in a clear and classified form such a vast array of valuable facts as he has here 
presented in the compass of fifty pages. To present the resources of a continent, 
statical and dynamical, the distribution of the elements and the laws of their 
changes, so as to give us the data for the evolution of a great empire of industry, 
is an exploit that no man but Samuel B. Ruggles, with his life apprenticeship at 
the art and mystery of extracting wisdom from statistics, could have performed. 

That agriculture is the foundation of society, and necessarily of all that society 
contains and accomplishes, is a suflBciently commonplace statement, but it is one 
of the great facts which must never be overlooked. Agriculture not only fur- 
nishes the great mass of materials, in the transformation and distribution of which 
numerous classes of society are occupied, but it furnishes the materials out of 
which human beings themselves are made. The dust of the earth, and the gases 
of the air, under the magical enchantment of the forces of the universe, are trans- 
formed into the substance of life, and the farmers are the superintending priests 
of the marvelous and mystical change. This continent is destined to feed and 
to clothe not only its own increasing millions of human beings, but other and 
numerous millions of people in distant parts of the earth. One of the first great 
problems, therefore, which press for solution in regard to the future of this 
country, is that of transportation for the distribution of products to which com- 
mercial exchanges give rise. Mr. Ruggles, hence, takes up the question first of 
all from the point of view of physical geography, or the construction of the con- 
tinent, by which all possibilities of movement are primarily determined. His 
presentation of the resources of the country is not made in mere alphabetical 
order, as in the official census, but topographically by their proximity to oceans, 
rivers, lakes, and other facilities of transportation. In accordance with this idea, 
he cuts up the country into seven great Districts, which embrace ; I. The New- 



England States ; II. The Middle Atlantic States ; III. The interior States north 
of the Ohio, and on the Upper Lakes and Upper Mississippi ; IV. The Southern 
Atlantic States ; V. The Southwestern States south of the Ohio and on the Gulf 
of Mexico ; VI. The States on the Pacific and adjacent Territories, and VII. The 
Territories in and east of the Rocky Mountains. 

AH the products of agriculture in each of the States and Territories are given in 
detail, and the rates of increase are also presented by showing the amount of each 
at the end of the three decades, closing with 1850, 1860 and 1870. The whole 
is then considered with reference to the racial diversities of our population, or 
by " nationalities." We are thus enabled to compare the different States and 
Territories, side by side, in reference to the amounts and rates of change of their 
total population, and the various classes of the population, the amount of land 
in cultivation, the cash value of farms, and its ratio of increase ; the kind of 
products in each locality, and the profits that arise from them ; the yearly product 
of farms, the agricultural capital per head, and average annual income per head 
of the Germans, Irish, English, Scotch, Swedes and natives of the United States. 
The agricultural population of the American Union was, in 1870, 5,923,741, 
and had created and acquired a property in agricultural wealth valued at 
$11,134,985,747, showing an average value of $1,878 per head, yielding a net 
yearly income of $360, or nearly $1 per day. Ten States, in 1870, produced more 
than '21,000,000 tons avoirdupois of cereals, and will probably produce, at the end 
of the century, 40,000,000 or 50,000,000 of tons annually. 

Those gross results are sufficiently impressive ; but the value of Mr. Ruggles' 
statement is not in his striking array of aggregates, but in that marvelous an- 
alysis by which the discriminations are carried down to the utmost details, so as 
to bring out the conditions, chances, probabilities and possibilities of individuals. 
The Frenchman, or the Dane, who wishes to emigrate to this country, by con- 
sulting this pamphlet, may inform himself of the condition of his own class of 
people, where they go, what they do, and how they have got on in the new 
country. And so any person in Europe, of special aptitudes and industry, desiring 
to emigrate, may learn where that particular kind of industry is most practiced 
and most profitable. 

But wliilo this pamphlet is of inestimable value from a practical point of view, 
and ought to be scattered by millions in Europe, it is no less interesting and im- 
portant nstt contribution of data to political philosophy. The highest form of 
science In quantitative. We must not only know the fact, but measure it, that is, 
know it exactly. Until this is done, principles cannot be deduced so as to serve 
for valuable guidance. Careful statistics are quantitative data for sound social 
reasoning. Sonio say they are dry, but in all such cases the aridity is subjective. 
Statistics are the intellectual representations in their most precise form of the 
phenomenii and realitiis to which they apply. Mr. Ruggles' facts are the founda- 
tions of important truths.areport of the circumstances of a great people, a register 
of their advancement, and the basis of prophecy. His pamphlet is not suitable to 
be read at a tea-jiarty, and cannot bu set to music; but, as Mr. Emerson says 
that the most important part of education is its provocative element, this con- 
densed, but comprehensive, digest answers to that character; it is a provocation 
to endless thought on important questions, and, as such, it may be a valuable 
help to the education of the American people. 
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